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IHE POLYNESIAN,
o fcnl Jowrmal of the Hawziian G

" sdhed woekly at Honolulu, Oshu, H. 1.

ALES GORDON HOPKINS, EDITOR,
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Rates of Advertising.
e sqenie, (16 lines), fisst susertion, 81,00, each con.
e 20 0tn ; one hall square (5 limes or less), first
o, b4 ook, wawh continuance (2§ ot ; Cards, no-
b wst cnoediog sae hall syware, by the year, $6,00;
s e vobing wue wpuare, S10.00, Y advertisiag not
ovhing e dall colwan, 85009 ; mot exceeding ope
sowe, . Veurly advertiving limited 1o the ad-
o e s wwn business T . e
2ol Mdecriswemands —Twealy-Gve cenls por g
,L.,m psettion, nud sin and oucfourth ceuts for each
Jdergernl laerTlion ]
Traseest aleertisors are required 1o pay in advance.

Lo af Avent for the Polyncsian.,
Lamsns, B8 Swision.  Bosvon, - B0 Jurves & Co_
"W R Poussss A Faawcimon, Audrew Potter
Leornt & Unlle Mosresey. . 1. Glenson
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ISAAC NONTGONERY,

ALER IN GENERAL MERCHAN.-
‘rm..aw o1 hand and for sale, a gencral
wriment ol Englioh, Freach and American Dry
s, dapted to this market, which he will sell at

He bas on hand and = constantly receiving a
wige supply of very superior Salt, which he will sell
« raah or barter, on reasonsble terms.

Mat Bage, rapabie of ho! half a bushel cach,
sanelactured 1 order, on hand and for sale.

4 wrih Stock and Hesrtiian Pro-

e, 8 wotce, ot the lowest market price.
.m |§.

ISRAEL H. WRIGHT,

NINTER AND GLAZIER, offers for
wle on reasonable torms a gemeral assortment
4 Pamts and Oils, consisting of
Wiite Lend, Venctinn Red, Prussian Blue, Terra
w Swmne, asseried Groen Pants, Chrome Yeollow,
Vg, Yollow Ochre, Spanwh #rown, Lamp
bk, m kogeand papars, Spints Turpentine, Lan-
wd 4, Copal Varnwh , Gum Copal, Gold and Sil-
o lasl, Beomue, Pant, Sash and Tar Brushes,
tonnce Stone, Sand Paper, Window Glass, Putty,
L. ke
o House, Sign, Coach, Ship and Ormamental
[ ag evecuted with neatness and despatch.
. 1y
COOPERAGE.
rll'; subseriber would inform his former
peirens and the public, that he still continues
e 4t the old stand, next door to Willams &
(2 's, where e will be ba 0 receive orders in
o of buvitsess, which will be execated promptly
@ e most roasonable terms.
for sale, ahout 2,200 hble suporior Caske, and
- ior Amevicsn Hoop lron, Rivens
Tols and Shower Baths Buckets Tubs Kc.
-y, C. 1. MARSHALL.

HENRY 8. SWINTON,

UCTIONT ER and General Commission

A Meschant, | ohama, Mam. Hawanan Islands,

eonstantly oo hand and for sale, & genoral as-

of Mownsan Prodace, sdapted to the

suis ol whaless «an these wlands for reerua;

will be » wd on ressomable terms for

wh ot Bulls of Eschange on M“. France or

Ussted Spgre s

Ay bussmess cntiusiod 1o bis care will be prompt-

attended 10 my 201y

 BENJANAIN PITMAN,

)PAL!I IN SHIP CHANDLERY,
1Y General Menhandion and Hawaihan Produce,
s Bay, Mile. Hanai, has constantly on hand
ot sale, 8 geoeral assortment of Merchandise
y regmred by whaleshipe touching at thes

It roeTwile
i Mousey sdvanced on biberal terms for Bills
Evhange on the Usned Scates, Iiul-:'ud

HAWAIIAN PRODUCE.

WNSTANTLY on haod and for sale by
e subseribor, a amoriment of Ha-
Produce, coamsting of Coflee, Sugar, Mo-
o Malt, Mamak: Kapa, Pulu or Moss, Goat
Lime, Limestone, Coral Bullding Stone,
Ballamt Ko -
Inqgere ot the Governmont Store House or of
“mly s PHROL

S H. WILLIANS & ©O.,
NPOKTERS of Amencan n‘lumpen
Gnede, will hoep cousiantly on hasd & genoral
et of Morchandiwe adapied 10 the markets

. Coltfornis and the Hawanan lalands. A

ul amortment of Ship C and Provi-
whalers touciung at thie port for
, o which will be on liberal

b cuth, o Bille of Eachangs, _ myly

; SHIP CARPENTERIS .-
m.: mastors of vesssls vimting this

1 b shall continue to carry oa the SHIP
: NG bumness i oll itr branches at
wd stand of Devw & Co., where he is fully pre-
s anncute all binds of work in b line, such

wing
Spars, K, made 1o seder al the shoriest notice.
yoi e AMALIEL DREW.

JUST PUBLISWED ! .
ISTORY OF THE HAWAILIAN IS-
A Lanps, their Autinuities, Mythol
Aagih. Diecore 4 ’
g e .::,"5:: with their
*. Relgumas and i | History from the ear-

parind to the time. By
m:‘: JARVES. 4 Edition.—

sie ot thie Office. Price, §1,00 in paper,

B8 oy npe .
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F. RODRIGVER VIDA
a general
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them at the low-
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TORTERS will keep constantly on hand
'm«m.tm-l‘“ o
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HOUNE FRANE.

sabe by the subseniber a strong Ohia
Wowse Frame 17 by 27 feot, with square hewn
W% and perfoct i every respect. For fur
ST i J. WYDLER.

LOT FOR SALE.
SALE, on ion st the Home
e, 4 Lot of Land in the village of Koloa,

ahast 1 1.2 acren
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ROAP, &-c.
l.-'lll Soap 30 Ibs. each; 16 box-
** Glass. ansortod sires.
‘M Permieby EVERETT k 00.
NATTRANES!
Mattrasses, adapted to the Cal

Ly

‘“. Var sale
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BUSINESS CARDS.

POLYN E_ai_f N PRINTING OFFICE.

Plain and .ﬁnq_i Book and Job Printing

—E&UCH

Pamphiets, | Shop Bill
Catalogues, Bills of E:::hn.n;e,
Civculnrs, | Bills of Lading,
Handb | Comsalar Blanks,
Bill Heads, | Blank Deed

VISITING, BUSINESS AND ADDRES;’CARDS
Executed with neatness and despaich, on liberal terms.

S. H. WILLIAMS & CO,

Importers & Commission Merchants,

HONOLULU, OAHU,
8. H. WinLiams,
J. F. B. Magsuary,
W, Baxes, sx.,

B. F. Sxow. J
S. H W, & Co. Sheathing Co » Cord
Cauvas, Provisions, imd Nltll'.-'glnnar;::.. and :;gl
: every vanety of Ship Chandlery and Recruits for

“;:° Ri nl' Exchange on the United States and Eu-

L Saxvwicn Istasops,

' BVERETT & co,
General €ommission fMerchants,

San s Eymar ! HONOLULU, 0AHU, H. 1

Money advanced on favorable terms for Bills of
Euhq‘ on the llmrd ‘States, England and France.

MAKEE, ANTHON &00.,
Commission Merchauts & Ship Chandlers,

HONOLULU, OAHU, H. 1.
James Maxes,
J.A. Axtnos,
Cuas. Bagwea 20,
L Ships suppliced with Refreshments, Provisions, &c.,
at the shortest notice, on reasonable terms,
N. B.—Wanted ment or whalers hills on the U.
3. or Earope, for which money will be advanced on farv-
aralile terms.

0. P. SAMSING & OO,
Bakers and Dealers in China Goeds,
HONOLULU, OAHU, H. I.

Ou hand aud for sale, Sugar, Molasses, Tea and Collee.

Families and Ships supplied with Bread, &c.
J. WYDLER,
SIGN AND ORNAMENTAL PAINTER,
HONOLULU, OAHU.

Trauspareat Window Shades and Ornamental Painting
Executed with neatvess and despaich.

_(Orders 1o be left at the Siore of Mr. C. S. Bartow.)

ISRABL H. WRIGHT,
PFAINTER, GILDER AND GLAZIER,
HONOLULU, OAHU H. 1,

Will execute with neatness and despaich, House, Sign,
Coach, Ship and Ornamental Painting.
NICHOLSON & HENDERSON,

Slevoeolhoanmit YPYamilarses

{ Edtablishment opposite the Scamen's Chapel,) -
HONOLULU,OANU, . 1,

A large assortmentof Broadcloths, Cassimeres, Vestings,
Cashweres and Linca Drilling=, constantly for sale,
Garments made at short notice, in latest fashion.

g Hawanax lsLasps.

JOHN J. CARANAVE,
IMPORTER OF EUROPEAN GOODSE,
AND DEALER IN
Ship Chandlery and General Merchandise,
HONOLULU, OAHU, H.L
[ At the siore formerly occupied by E. & H. Grimes |

BUSH, MAKEE & €O,
DEALERS IN
ship Chandlery and General Merchandise,
LAHAINA, MAUL _
Shy -n.p:l‘u-d with :cr:::‘al the l::r:;' u':rk“ealms
Eschange on the Umied Siaies n:d__m_
T 77 F. RODRIGUEZ VIDA
PEALER IN
SHIP CHANDLERY AND PROYISIONS,
HONOLULU, OAHU, H. L

with reeruits 2t the Jowest market price
*'G:r-.t.m or Bilis on the United States or Eurvpe.

ISAA0 MONTGOMERY,
DEALER _IN GENERAL MERCHANDISE,
HONOLULU, OAHU, H. L
Ships sapplied with Stock at the E;u}ell__u:f_._ s

0. F.LAFRENZ & C0.,

@ ALY AL S U2,
C. F. Larnssi,} goNOLULU, OAHU, H 1.
t.!ll'.:-f:ll I'::;::lug execcuted in the best manner. L F

A. B. BATES,
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW.
Offic @ in the Honolle Touse, opposiie John R. Jasper, Esq.
HONOLULU, OAHU, H. 1.

C. 8. BARTOW,
DEALER IN GENERAL MERCHANDISE,
HONOLULU, (M_l_IU, H. L

" TAUSTIN & BAOLE,
DEALERS IN GENERAL MERCHANDISE
HONOLULU, OAHU, H. L
WOOD & PARKE,
CABINET MAKERS AND UPHOLSTERERS,

HONOLULU, OAHU, M. L
r. W. THOMPSON,
AW OTRO = U Om IR,
HONOLULU, OAHU, H.1.
“ZENAS BENT & 00.,
HOUSE CARPENTERS AND JOINERS.

sz:-: o S g HONOLULU, OAHU, H. L

e
- KELLY & GOULD,
COMMISSION MERCHANTS,

W H. Ksoy, TAHITI, Soc. ls.
Geo. H. Gouin, )

WARD X spaITH,
H Commission Merchants for t! ‘oas
v of Califorania,

Paaxg Warn, ) SAN FRANCISCO.
W. M. ST

D. P. PENHALLOW,
Waoeohamge Brekhsrs
HONOLULY', OARU, #. L

{On the Quay, nexi to !ltfi!l'hrf.)_____

.MADISON STBELE,
aﬂb‘lnt AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW,

LAHAINA, MAUT, H. I
(Office in the Police Court, Hale Piala.)

J. W. H. EAUWAKI,
Atterncy at Law and Soliciter,

NOLULU, 0ANT, H. L.
u)!z;ov in the Honelulu H

MALAHINI,
BARBER AND HAIR DRESSER,
1IONOLULU, OAHU, H. 1.
(&qmmummﬂm.)

J. 0. SPALDING,
General Commission ferchant,

—
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HISTORY OF THE CONQUEST OF
PERU.

. BY W, H. PRESCOTT, Esq.

Mexico and Peru—the glory and the shame
of Spain—rival each other in speculative
interest to the philosopher, in deeds of chiv-
alrous daring for the historian, and in com-
mercial importance to the politician. They
offer questions the most stimulating to en-
lightened curiosity—and at the same time
the most difficult of solution. It is the pe-
culia_r merit of Mr. Prescott that he entered
on hlg task equally conscious of its charms
and its perplexities;—supported by the en-
thusiasm derived from the one to encounter
the labours imposed by the other. Itis
scarcely possible to survey the empire of|
the Incas without some reference to that of
the Aztecs. They present two distinct—
and so far as evidence has yet gone two
original—types of civilization; developed at
no great distance from each other, but never
brought into contact—having some striking
points of similarity, but still more marked
discrepancies.  Both illustrate important
problems in soeial progress; Yut both raise
questions which were not mooted in the civi-
lization of the older hemisphere, and for
which we should vainly seck an elucidation
in the republic of Plato or the politics of
Aristotle.

In some respects the work before us is
more interesting than ‘The Conquest of
Mexico,” by which it was preceded. The
institutions of the Incas have left permanent
traces on the character and condition of the
Peruvians:—nearly every trace of the Az-
tec system had Jvisnppeared from Mexico
before the gemeration that witnessed the
conquest had quite expired. It was in the
name of old traditions and historic associa-
tions that Pumacagua proclaimed the inde-
pendence of Peru in 1815. It was to Peru-
vian airs, preserved from the days of the
** Children of the Sun,”” that Melgar
adapted those patriotic melodies which
procured him the name of the Moore of Pe-
ru; and it was to the memory of a past
dynasty that he made those appeals which
General Miller describes as more spirit stir-
ring than the blast of the trumpet. Take
one of his snatches of song, translated many
years ago in one of our periodicals:—

Our Incas tomhs Lefore ye
Upheare to meet yoor tread,
As if your march of glory
Had roused the sleeping dead!
Nor is this the only interest which attaches
to the civilization of ancient Peru. Never
was there a country which, at the first
glance, would seem by nature to have been
so irrevocably predestined to steriity and
barbarism. A strip of sandy laud, rarely
exceeding tweanly leagues in breadth, runs
along, and is hemmed in through its whole
extent by a colossal chain of mountafns,
studded with huge volcanoes—so stupendous
that it is only the voyager on the distant
Pacific who can comprehend the relation of
of the several parts to the wondrous whole.
The sandy strip which we have described—
Sees on its soil no heaven-bhorn rain distil,
And gains no freshuness from the seamy nll.

The precipitous steeps of the mountain
chain—with its splivtered sides of porphyry
and granite and its peaks where eternal snow
and volcanic fire are engaged in a perpetual
struggle for mastery—seem equally unpro-
pitious to the labours of the husbandman;
especially as all communication in the long
extent of territory might be deemed impos-
sible from 'he savage character of the re-
gion, broken up by precipices, torrents, and
those gaping rents of the mountain-chain in
which Baron Humboldt declares that Vesu-
vius itself might be hidden.

But the ancient Peruvians had created a
terrestial paradise where nature seemed to

the coast; terraces were raised on the side
of the Cordilleras; orchards and gardens,
towns and villages arose on the lofty pla-
teaus; and intercourse was maintained
tween these numerous setticments by the
great roads which traversed the mountain

and connected the capital with the
remotest districts of the empire.

‘One of these roads passed over the
grand platcau, and the other along the low-
lands on the borders of the ocean. The
former was much the more difficult achieve-
ment, from the character of the country. It
was conducted over pathless sierras buried
in snow; galleries were cut for leagues
through the living rock; rivers were crossed
by means of bridges that swung suspended
in the air; precipices were scaled by stair-
ways hewn out of the native bed; ravines of
hideous depth were filled up with solid ma-

; in short, all the difficulties that beset
a ﬂLl and mountainous region, and which
might appal the most courageous engineer
of modern times, were
successfully overcome. The length of the
road, of which scattered fi ts only re-
main, is variously estimated from fifteen
bundred to two thousand miles; and stone
pillars, in the manner of European mile-
stones, were erected at stated intervals of|
somewhat more than a league, all along the
route. Its 'breadth scarcely exceeded
. It was built of heavy flags of |
freestone, and in some parts, at least, cov-
ered with a bituminous cemeat, which time
has made barder than stenc itself. In some
places, where the ravine had been filled up
, the mountain r::ln:“dl,m'ur-
on it s, have ually eaten a
way through the base, left the superin-
cumbent mass—such is the cohesion of the
materials—still spanning the valley like an
arch! :

Over some of the boldest m:en:n_i.tl:u
necessary to consiruct suspension es,
as they are termed, made of the tough fibres
of the maguey, or of the osier of the coun-
try, which has an extraordinary degree of

" |tenacity and strength.  These osiers were

cables of the lhﬂi.ce:u- co.f.;
‘sbody. The huge ropes then stret
across the water, were conducted through
rings or holes cut_in immense buttresses of
river, and there secured to heavy pieces

woven alo

have designed a desert. Canals irrigated | gwipus

be-|net ring of an Oriental despot. The chas-

and | this important iustitution should have been

bound together, formed a bridge, which,
covered with planks, weil secured and de-
fended by a railing of the same osier mate-
rials on the sides, afforded a safe passage
for the traveler. The length of this aerial
bridge, sometimes exceeding two hundred
feet, caused it, coufined as it was only at
the extremities, to dip with an alarming in-
clination towards the centre, while the mo-
tion given to it by the passenger occasioned
an oscillation still more frightful, as his eye
wandered over the dark abyss of waters
that foamed and tumbled many a fathom be-
neath. Yet these light and ile fabrics
were crossed without fear by the Peruvians,
and are still retained by the Spaniards over
those streams which, from the depth or im-
petuosity of the current, would scem im-
practicable for the usual modes of convey-
ance. The wider and more tranquil waters
were crossed on balsas—a kind of raft still
much used by the natives—to which sails
were attached, furnishing the only instance
of this higher kind of navigation among the
American Indians.’

Perhaps even these roads were not the
most signal proof of the skill whi¢h the
people of the Incas evinced in construction.
Their architecture was at least equally woun-
derful. The ruins of Cuzco are as well
caleulated to excite admiration as those of]
Thebes.

* The fortress, the walls, and the galleries
were all built of stone, the heavy blocks of’
which were not laid in lar courses, but
so disposed that the small ones might fill up
the interstices betweem the great. They
formed a sort of rustic work, being rough
hewn except towards the edges, which were
fincly wrought; and, though no cement was
used, the several blocks were adjusted with
so much exactness and united so closely,
that it was impossible to introduce even the
blade of a knife between them. Many of
these stones were of vast size; some of them
being full thirty-eight feet by eighteen
broad, and six feet thick. e are filled
with astonishment when we counsider that
these enormous masses were hewn from
their native bed and fashioned into shape by
a people ignorant of the use of iron; that
they were brought from quarries from four
to fifteen leagues distant, without the aid of
beasts of burden, were transported across
rivers and ravines, raised to their elevated
position on the sierra, and finally adjusted
there with the nicest accuracy, without the
knowledge of tools and machinery familiar
to the European. Twenty thousand men
are said to have been employed on this great
structure, and fifty years consumed in the
building. However this may be, we sec in
it the workings of a despotisin which had
the lives and fortunes of its vassals at its
absolute disposal, and which, hewever mild
in its general character, esteemed these
vassals, when employed in its service, as
lightly as the brute animals for which they
served as a substitute.’

Connected with the roads, we may notice
the Peruvian system of posts;—one of the
few institutions which they had in common
with the Aztecs.

‘ The system of communication through
their dominions was still further improved by
the Peruvian sovereigns by the introduction
of posts, in the same manner as was dope
by the Aztecs. The Peruvian posts, how-
ever, established on all the great routes that
conducted to  the capital were ona much
more extended plan than those in Mexico.
All along these routes small buildings were
erected, at the distance of less than five
miles assunder, in each of whichia number
of runners, or chasquis, as they were called,
were stationed, to carry forward the de-
spatches of government. These despatches
were either verbal or conveyed by means of
ipus, and sometimes accompanied by a
thread of the crimson fringe worn round the
temples of the Inca, which was regarded
with the same implicit deference as the sig-

quis were dressed in a peculiar livery, inti-
mating their profession, They were all
trained to the employment, and selected for
their speed and fidelity.

As the distance each courier had to per-
form was small, and as he had ample time
to refresh himself at the stations, they ran
over the ground with great swiftness, and
messages were carried through the whole
extent of the long routes, at the rate of a
hundred and fifty miles a day. The office of
the chasquis was not limited to carrying de-
spatches. They frequently brought various
articles for the use of the court; and in this
way, fish from the distant ocean, fruits,
game, and different commodities from the
hot regions on the coast, were taken to the
capital in good condition, and served fresh
at the royal table. It is remarkable that

known to both the Mexicans and Peruvians
without any correspondence with one anoth-
er; and that it should have been found
among two barbarian nations of the New
World, long before it was introduced among
the civilized nations of Europe.’

The attention of the Peruvians to agricul-
ture must mext engage our notice.

“The Inca himself did not disdain to set
the example. ' On ‘one of the great annual
festivals, he to the environs of
Cuzco, attended by his court, and, in the
presence of all the people, turned up the
earth with a golden plongh—or an instru-
ment that served as such—thus consecrating
the occupation of the husbandman as one
worthy to be followed by the Children of the
Sun. The patronage of the government did
not stop with this cheap display of royal
condescension, but was shown in the most
efficieat measures for facilitating the labors
of the husbandman. Much of the country
slong the sea coast suffered from want of]
water, as little or no rain fell there, and the
few streams, in  their short and hurried
course from the mountains, exerted only a
very limited influence on the wide extent of}
territory. The soil, it is true, was, for the
most part, sandy and sterile; but many
places were capable of being reclaimed,
and, indeed oaly to be properly ir-

timber. Several of these enormous cal

bles, | rigated to be susceptible of extraordinary

production. To these spots waler was con-
veyed by means of canals and subterrane-
ous aqueducts, executed on a noble scale.
They consisted of large slabs of freestone,
nicely fitted together without cement, and
discharged a valume of water sufficient, by
means of latent ducts or sluices, to moisten
the lands in the lower level, through which
they passed. Some of these aqueducts
were of great length. Ouge, that traversed
the district of Condesuyu, measured be-
tween four and five hundred miles.

were brought from some elevated lake or
natural reservoir in the heart of the moun-
tains, and were fed at intervals by other
basins which lay in their route along the
slopes of the sierra. In this descent a pas-
sage was sometimes to be opened through
rocks, and this without the aid of iron tools:
impracticable meuntains were to be turned;
rivers and marshes to be crossed; in short,
the same obstacles were to be cncountered
as in the construction of their mighty roads.
But the Peruvians seemed to take pleasure
in wrestling with the difficulties of nature.
Near Caxamarca, a tunnel is still visible,
which they excavated in the mountains, to
give an outlet to the waters of a lake, when
these rose to a height in the rainy seasons
that threatened the country with inundation '

While the plains were thus redeemed
from barrenness, the sides of the mountains
were not neglected,

‘ Many of the hills, though covered with
a strong soil, were too precipitous to be
tilled. These they cut into terraces, faced
with rough stone, diminishing in regular
gradation towards the summit; so that,
while the lower strip, or anden, as it was
called by the Spaniards, that belted round
the base of the mountain, might comprehend
hundreds of acres, the uppermost was only
large enough to accommodate a few rows of|
Indian corn. Some of the eminences pre-
sented such 2 mass of solid rock, that, after
being hewn into terraces, they were obliged
to be covered deep with earth, before they
could serve the purpose of the hushand-
man. With such patient toil did the Peru-
vians combat the formidable obstacles pre-
sented by the face of their country! With-
out the use of the tovls or the machinery
familiar to the European, each individual
could have done little; but acting in large
masses, and under a common direction,
they were enabled by indefatigable perse-
verance to achieve results, to have attempted
which might have filled even the European
with dismay. In the same spirit of econom-
ical husbandry which redeemed the rocky
sierra from the curse of sterility, they du
below the arid soil of the valleys, lnﬁ
sought for a stratum where some natural
moisture might be found. These excava-
tions, called by the Spaniards hoyas, or ‘pits,’
were made on a great scale, comprehending
frequently more than an acre, sunk to the
depth of fiteen or twenty feet, and fenced
round within by a wall of adobes, or bricks
baked in the sun. The bottom of the exca-
vation, well prepared by a rich manure of|
the sardines—a small fish obtained in vast
quantities along the coast—was planted with
some kind of grain or vegetable. The Pe-
ruvian farmers were well acquainted with
the different kinds of manures, and made
large use of them; a circumstance rare in
the rich lands of the tropics, and probably
not elsewhere practiced by the rude tribes
of America. They made great use of guano,
the valuable deposit of sea fowl, that bas
attracted so much attention of late, from the
agriculturists both of Europe and our own
country, and the stimulating and nutricious
properties of which the Indians perfectly
appreciated. This was found in such im-
mense quaniities on many of the little isl-
ands along the coast, as to have the appear-
ance of lofty nills, which, covered with a
white saline incrustation, led the conquerors
to give them the name of the sierra uevada,
or snowy mountains.’

The agricultural implements of the Peru-
vians were not very perfect; but they were
superior to those of any other native race in
America.

‘ They had neither the iron ploughshare
of the old world, nor had they animals for
draught, which indeed, were nowhere found
in the new. The instrument which they
used was a strong, sharp pointed stake,
traversed by a horizontal piece, ten or
twelves inches from the point, on which the
ploughman might set his foot and force it
mto the ground. Six or eight strong men
were attached by ropes to the stake, and
dragged it forcibly along—pulling together,
and Eeepmg time as they moved by chanting
their national songs, in which they were ac-
companied by the women, who followed in
their train to break up the sods with their
rakes, The mellow soil offered slight re-
sistance; and the laborer, by long practice,
acquired a dexterity which enabled him to
turn up the ground to the requimla d!;‘h
with astonishing facility. This substitute
for the plough was but a clumsy contrivance;
yet it is curious, as the only specimen of |
the kind among the American aborigines,
and was perhaps not much inferior to the
wooden instrument introduced in its stead
by the European conquerors.’

Among the articles. cultivated, l_h cuca
appears to have heen the cluet favarite.

“This is & sheub which grows ta the
height ‘of a man. The leaves when gath-
ered are dried in the sun, and, being mixed
with a little lime, form a preparatios for
d..'..s' | much like the betel-leaf of the
east. With a small supply of this cuca in
his . and a handful of roasted maize,

the ian Indian of our time performs|!

his wearisome journevs, day after day,
without fatigue, or, at least, without com-
laint. Even the most inv ing is
grateful to him thnﬂbu 1::.‘5 l’l..“mrc:om:“.
, it is said to have -
Under the Incas, it 18 thnobleoldc;-. &l:
the people gained one luxury by
zqm; and, afier that period, # was so
extensively used by them, that this article
constituted a most important item of the
colonial revenue of Spain

tNo. 40,
excess, is said 10 bo attended with all the
mischievous effects of habitual istomecs-
tion.'

The potato, also, was | y cultivated

* Whether mdigenous to Peru, or
ed from the neighboring comntry of Chab,
formed the great staple of the more elevated
plains under the Incas, and s culture was
continued to a height n the equatorial re
gions which reached many thousand feet
above the limits of perpetual smow s the
temperate latitudes of Eurape.  Wild spec-
imens of the vegetable might be seen still
higher, springing up spoutancously amidst
the stunted shrubs that cluthed the lofty
sides of the Cordilleras, tll these gradusily
subsided into the mosses and the short yel
low grass, pajomal, which, Wike a golden
carpet, was unrolled around the base of the
mighty cones that rose far into the regions
of eternal silence, covered with the snows of
centuries.’

The Peruvians were not less cminent as
shepherds than as tarmers.

‘Of the four varieties of the Peruvian
sheep, the Hama, the one most familiarly
known, is the least valuable on secount of
its wool. It s chiefly cmployed as a beast
of burden, for which, although W is some-
what larger than any of the other varwties,
its diminutive size and strength would seem
to disqualify it. It carries a load of ltle
more than a hundred pounds, and cannot
travel above three or four leagues m a day
But all this is compensated by the hitle care
and cost required for s management and
its mamtenance. It pichs up an casy sub-
sistence from the moss and stunted herbage
that grow scantily along the withered sides
and the steeps of the Cordilleras.  The
structure of s stomach, hke that of the
camel, is such as to enable o to dispense
with any supply of water for weeks, nay,
months together. Its spongy hoof, armed
with a claw or pomted talon to cnable it to
take secure hold on the we, never requires
to be shod; and the load lmd uwpon s back
rests securely in its bed of wool, without the
aid of girthor saddle. The lamas move m
troops of five hundred or even a thousand,
and thus, though each individual carres but
hittle, the aggregate i conmderable. The
whole caravan travels on at s regular pace,
passing the might w the open awr without
suffering (rom the coidest temperature, ard
marching in perfect order, and m obedience
to the voice of the driver. It s only whea
overloaded that the spirited little amimal
refuses to stir, and neither blows nor caress-
es can induce him to rise from the grownd.
He is as sturdy in asserting his rights on
this occasion, as ke i usually docile and
unresisting. The employment of domestic
animals distinguished the Peruvians from the
other races of the New World. This econ-
omy of human labor by the substiution of
the brute is an important element of civihiza-
tion, inferior only t» what is gained by the
substitution of machinery for both.  Yet the
ancient Peruvians scem to have made much
less account of it than their Spanish con-
querors, and to have valued the llama, in
common with the oiher animals of that ge-
nus, chiefly, for s fleece. Immense herds
of these ‘ large cattle,’ as they were called,
and of the ‘ smaller cattle,’ or alpaces, were
held by the government, as lllcudleiud,
and placed under the direction of shepherds,
who conducted them from one quarter of the
country to another, according tothe changes
of the seasoh. These migrations were reg-
ulated with all the precision with which the
code of the mesta determined the mwigrations
of the vast merino flocks in Spain; and the
conquerers when they landed in Peru, were
amazed at finding a race of ammals so sim-
ilar to their own in propertics and habits,
and under the control of & system of legin-
lation which might seem to have been -
ported from thew native land.  But the rich-
est store of wool was obtawmed, oot from
these domesticated animals, but from the twe
other species, the hwanacos and the ricunas,
which roamed in native freedom over the
frozen ranges of the Cordilleras; where not
unfrequently they might be seen scaling the
snow-covered peaks which no living thing
inhabits save the condor, the huge bird of
the Andes, whose broad pinions r him
up in the atmosphere to the height of more
than twenty thousand feet above the level of
the sea. In these rugged ures, ‘the
flock without a fold" finds sufficient suste-
nance in the yehu, & species of grass which
is found scattered all along the great ndge
of the Cordilleras, from the equator to 1
southern limits of Patagonia.  And as thess
limits define the territory traversed by the
Peruvian sheep, which rarely, i ever, ven-
ture north of the line, it seems not improba-
ble that this mysterious hittle plant is s0 ym-
portant to their existence, that the absence
of it is the principal reason why they have
not penetrated 1o the northern latitudes of
Quito and New Granada ' .

Let us now glance at the political and re-
ligious elements of a system which
such wondrous results. The government of
the Incas exhibited the rare anomaly of an
absolute despotism supported, but net con-
trolled, by a powerful aristocracy,

* The sovereign was placed at an iouneas-
urable distance above his subjects, Even
the proudest of the lnca wobility, clawming
a descent from the same divine ongioal as
himself, could net venture into the roval

nce unless barefoot, and bearing o
E:lhrhau-hillbmmleunﬂnn(
homage. As the otauve of the Swa,
he stood at the he

dignity, all power, all emolunent He was,
i.lhﬂl‘l’.llwﬁl well known phrase of the

European ‘ humsell the state ' The
Inca asserted hus clauns as a superior being
by assuming a pemp 1 bis maoaer of hqn.
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